EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

ENGLISH 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Mission, 

WHEELING,  W.  VA., 

AS  MADE  TO  THE  - 


PITTSBURGH  SYNOD,  OCT.  14,  1880. 


To  the  Board  of  Home  Rlissions,  and  to  Rev.  John  W.  Schwartz ,  Mission¬ 
ary  President ,  Pittsburgh  Synod. — The  year  through  which  we  have  passed — 
closing  September  30th,  1880 — has  been  one  of  great  conflict  with  the  world 
and  Satan,  but  nevertheless  one  of  success  in  substantial  growth  and  influence. 
With  devout  thanksgiving  we  record  the  entire  restoration  of  the  missionary’s 
health  and  uninterrupted  work,  without  the  omission  of  a  single  service  during 
the  entire  Synodical  year.  Your  missionary  reports 

I.  THE  ADDITIONS 

To  the  church  have  been  twenty-two  (22),  of  which  twenty  (20)  were  from  the 
world  and  two  (2)  from  other  churches.  The  losses,  however,  by  death  and 
removal,  have  been  eighteen  (18)  showing  a  net  gain  in  numbers  of  only  four 
(4),  but  a  far  greater  gain  in  influence  and  strength. 

II.  THE  MISSION’S  GIVING 

Is  an  evidence  of  growth,  and  most  cheering  to  the  missionary,  as  it  must  also 
be  to  you.  The  apportionment,  as  usual,  has  been  made  up,  and  has  not  inter- 
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fered  with  home  work,  nor  with  other  objects  of  benevolence.  It  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Apportionment  for  Home  and  Foreign  Missions,  Education,  etc.. . .  $103  00 


Other  Objects  of  Benevolence .  120  00 

Bible  Cause .  6  45 

Support  of  Pastor . 800  00 

Rent  of  House  for  Pastor .  350  00 

Interest  on  Bonded  Debt .  350  00 

Salary  of  Sexton .  120  00 

Repairs  to  Church  Property,  Floating  Debt,  Fuel,  Gas,  Printing, 

etc.,  etc .  575  00 


Making  a  total  of .  $2424  45 


Contributed  by  the  Mission  during  the  year,  aided  only  by  $350.00  from  Board 
of  Home  Missions,  $167.31  from  Pittsburgh  Synod  through  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension,  $25.00  from  Rev.  M.  L.  Smith,  of  Durbin’s  Corners,  Ohio, 
and  a  few  volunteer  gifts  in  small  sums  from  friends  outside,  or  $1882.14  by 
the  Mission  alone,  being  an  average  of  over  ten  dollars  ($10.00)  for  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Mission  Church,  or  nearly  nineteen  dollars  ($19.00)  for  every  family 
of  the  one  hundred  in  connection  with  the  congregation.  When  it  is  remem¬ 
bered  that  the  congregation  has  in  it  no  wealth  whatever,  but  that  nearly  every 
member — male  and  female — earns  their  daily  bread  by  daily  work,  we  have 
reason  to  be  glad  at  their  record  of  giving. 

III.  THE  MISSION’S  DEBT 

Is  seven  thousand  dollars  ($7000.00)  in  bonds,  due  June  1st,  1889,  and  bearing 
interest  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  floating  debt  of  $100.00,  reported  last 
year,  has  been  entirely  paid  or  provided  for  by  the  congregation.  This  bonded 
debt  is  and  has  been  our  great  trial  and  hindrance  for  ten  years,  though  not  so 
great  a  trial  as  the  preceding  eight  years,  during  which  we  were  compelled  to 
pay  a  rent  of  $350.00  to  $500.00  annually  for  use  of  a  hall  in  which  to  wor¬ 
ship.  The  bonded  debt  must  remain  at  $7000.00  until  the  Board  of  Church 
Extension  is  furnished  with  means  to  reduce  it,  or  altogether  pay  it  off.  I  be¬ 
lieve  $2000.00  can  be  raised  in  Wheeling,  outside  of  the  congregation,  if  there 
is  any  hope  of  raising  the  $5000.00  through  the  Board  of  Church  Extension. 
To  ask  us  longer  to  wait  is  unjust  to  a  faithful  and  liberal  mission,  whose  finan¬ 
cial  management  has  always  had  the  endorsement  of  the  Boards,  and  many  of 
the  best  business  laymen  in  the  Lutheran  Church.  Fifty  subscriptions  of  $100 
each  to  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  for  this  object  would  at  once  make  the 
Wheeling  Mission  entirely  self-sustaining,  save  annually  $350.00  in  interest, 
and  add  a  power  to  the  congregation  which  with  such  a  debt  it  cannot  have, 
But, 


OF  WHEELING  MISSION. 


3 


IV.  WHY  NOT  SELL  THE  VACANT  LOT? 

Has  been  frequently  asked,  especially  by  those  who,  though  frequently  invited, 
have  never  visited  the  Wheeling  Mission,  nor  examined  the  magnificent  loca¬ 
tion  of  its  property. 

A.  To  sell  our  vacant  ground  would  be,  in  the  estimation  of  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  who  have  visited  Wheeling,  as 
well  as  in  the  estimation  of  every  ministerial  brother  who  has  looked  at  it,  a 
great  piece  of  business  folly ,  to  be  regretted  only  once,  but  that  former. 

Such  action  would  shut  out  the  light  and  air  from  the  present  chapel  and 
Sunday-school  buildings,  and  hamper  the  work  for  the  future.  In  this,  how¬ 
ever,  as  in  every  other  matter,  the  judgment  of  the  Boards  of  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension  has  been  sought  and  acted  upon.  Their  judgment  has 
agreed  with  that  of  the  best  business  advisers  in  Wheeling. 

B.  Up  to  within  a  year  the  vacant  lot  brought  a  rent  of  $150  per  annum,  or 
nearly  half  the  amount  we  now  pay  for  interest  on  the  entire  chapel  debt;  and 
had  the  church  officers  been  willing  to  lease  the  ground  without  a  strict  Sunday 
observance  clause  in  the  lease,  the  income  would  now  be  nearly  sufficient  to 
meet  the  interest  on  bonded  debt.  Being,  however,  more  consistent  than  mer¬ 
cenary,  they  said,  “We  cannot  for  the  sake  of  money  compromise  the  known 
character  and  position  of  this  church  in  respect  to  keeping  holy  the  Lord’s  Day.” 
As  there  are  daily  inquiries  by  parties  desiring  to  lease  the  lot,  the  prospect 
is  that,  ere  long,  we  will  have  a  suitable  tenant  at  a  good  rent. 

C.  The  mission  is  now  outgrowing  its  present  building,  and  if  it  grows  in  the 
future  as  it  has  in  the  past,  it  will  not  be  many  years  until  it  will  require  every 
foot  of  its  vacant  ground. 

D.  The  location  is  one  of  the  best,  perhaps  the  very  best,  that  could  have  been 
seclected,  and  really  grows  better  every  year.  No  mission  ever  supported  by 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  has  a  better  and  more  eligible  location  than 
this  of  the  Mission  at  Wheeling.  I  append  a  map  of  the  ground,  and  also  a 
picture  of  the  chapel  and  infant  Sunday-school  building,  the  latter  taken  more 
particularly  to  show  the  vacant  portion  of  the  lot  and  its  location.  See  pages 
11  and  12. 

V.  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

Has  had  fearful  opposition  during  a  part  of  the  year,  and  requires  much  greater 
energy  and  watchfulness  than  in  former  years. 

Excursion  trains  to  a  park,  four  miles  from  the  city,  and  other  places  of  re¬ 
sort,  have  been  run  from  our  very  doors,  and  just  at  the  hour  of  opening.  We 
have  been  obliged  to  close  the  windows  to  keep  out  the  noise  of  engine  bell 
and  rumbling  cars,  and  the  calls  to  our  boys  and  girls  to  “  come  on.”  But, 
notwithstanding  all  this  opposition  from  the  world  and  Satan,  coupled  with, 
alas  !  too  great  indifference  on  the  part  of  parents  and  sponsors,  and  utter  inef- 
fiency  on  the  part  of  officers  of  the  law,  the  school  mustered  nearly  three 
squares  of  scholars  and  teachers  on  Review  Day,  September  26.  Several  Sun¬ 
day-schools  in  Wheeling  were  entirely  closed  during  July  and  August,  and 
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others  greatly  discouraged  ;  but  the  school  of  the  Wheeling  Mission  kept  on  its 
way,  and  though  at  times  reduced  in  numbers,  its  energy  abated  not.  Ten  of 
its  members  united  with  the  church  during  the  year,  and  its  contributions  have 
been  commendable. 

VI.  STUDENTS  FOR  THE  MINISTRY. 

Another  young  man  of  fine  promise — being  the  fourth  from  the  mission — is 
now  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  Freshman  Class,  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettys¬ 
burg,  Penna.,  preparatory  to  entering  the  ministry.  This  young  man — Charles 
A.  Britt — is  a  child  of  the  church,  having  been  given  to  the  church  by  his 
mother  on  her  death-bed,  and  educated  and  cared  for  by  her  direction  at  the 
“  Tressler  Orphans’  Home.”  The  first  of  the  mission’s  students  was  called  to 
his  reward  just  as  he  entered  the  work.  One  is  now  preaching  at  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  in  both  the  German  and  English  languages,  and  another  on  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  this  Synod,  at  North  Hope,  in  the  county  of  Butler.  During  the  year 
the  mission  also  furnished  one  of  the  most  efficient  of  its  workers  as  a  helpmate 
to  one  of  our  faithful  ministers.  Students  for  other  avocations  have  also  been 
sent  to  our  colleges,  academies,  and  female  seminaries. 

VII.  A  BIT  OF  HISTORY. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Virginia,  at  its  annual  Convention  in 
New  Market,  Virginia,  October,  1858,  resolved  to  send  a  traveling  missionary 
into  Northwestern  Virginia,  to  look  after  the  scattered  members  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  in  that  region.  The  Rev.  Thomas  W.  Dosh,  having  first  been  licensed, 
was  appointed  to  this  responsible  and  arduous  work,  and  accepting  the  appoint¬ 
ment,  proceeded  early. in  the  following  November  to  the  field  assigned  him. 
Proceeding  along  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  he  preached  at 
all  accessible  points,  and  wherever  he  could  find  any  members  of  the  Evangel¬ 
ical  Lutheran  Church,  until  he  reached  Wheeling,  early  in  the  year  1859.  Rev. 
Mr.  Dosh  spent  several  weeks  endeavoring  to  ascertain  what  material  could  be 
found  for  organizing  an  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  In  this  work 
he  was  greatly  aided  by  the  Rev.  William  Berkemeier,  at  that  time  pastor  of 
Zion’s  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  on  Market  street,  who  also,  with 
the  approbation  of  his  vestry,  offered  the  use  of  his  church  for  services  in  the 
English  language  every  Sunday  afternoon. 

Rev.  Mr.  Dosh  thence  proceeded  to  Parkersburg,  Wood  county,  on  the  same 
mission,  with  encouraging  prospects.  From  that  point  he  returned  to  Grafton 
where  he  organized  a  congregation  and  bought  a  site  for  a  chureh  building,  on 
which  site  a  handsome  edifice  now  stands.  At  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  Rev. 
Mr.  Dosh  reported  the  results  of  his  labors  to  the  chairman  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Committee  of  the  Virginia  Synocf^  Rev.  A.  R.  Rude,  D.  D.,  who  was  so 
well  pleased  with  prospects  of  establishing  an  English  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  Wheeling,  that  he  instructed  the  missionary  to  concentrate  his  efforts 
there.  In  the  spring  of  1859,  the  missionary  formally  organized  a  congregation 
of  about  fourteen  (14)  members,  by  whom  a  church  council  was  chosen.  At 
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Easter  of  that  year  the  first  communion  was  celebrated,  services  being  held  in 
Zion’s  German  Lutheran  Church,  on  Market  street,  of  which  Rev.  William 
Berkemeier  was  pastor.  Rev.  Dosh  was  assisted  on  that  occasion  by  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  some  fifteen  (15)  members 
were  added  by  the  right  of  confirmation,  and  by  certificate  from  other  churches. 
In  the  fall  of  1859  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Vii-ginia  constituted 
Wheeling  a  mission  station,  and  instructed  the  missionary  to  confine  his  labors , 
to  that  field,  providing,  at  the  same  time,  for  his  support.  Having  leased  the 
Baptist  Church  on  Clay  street  (now  Eighteenth  street),  for  two  years,  the  regu¬ 
lar  services  of  the  congregation  were  held  there  after  July,  1859.  As  early  as 
that  date  in  the  history  of  the  church,  there  was  a  large  Sunday-school,  embrac¬ 
ing  not  only  children  from  the  few  families  of  the  church,  but  also  from  fami¬ 
lies  in  many  neglected  neighborhoods.  At  this  time  already  plans  were  matur¬ 
ing  for  the  purchase  of  the  very  lot  on  which  the  chapel  now  stands.  There 
were  many  in  other  congregations  who  expressed  great  sympathy  in  the  work, 
and  offered  to  contribute  to  the  erection  of  a  church  building.  All  was  encour¬ 
aging  until  the  excitement  and  tumult  of  the  war  raised  unexpected  difficulties ; 
but  the  difficulties  were  not  considered  insuperable,  and  the  hope  was  cherished 
that  peace  would  soon  be  restored,  and  the  work  of  the  mission  suffer  no  great 
detriment.  At  this  time  the  membership  had  increased  to  forty-one  (41).  In 
the  month  of  June,  1861,  the  missionary7,  Rev.  T.  W.  Dosh,  visited  Winchester, 
Va.,  to  attend  to  some  private  interests,  expecting  to  return  again  to  Wheeling 
in  after  months ;  not  supposing  that  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  country 
wrould  continue  long.  But  the  lines  were  so  clearly  drawn,  and  communication 
so  completely  cut  off,  that  Mr.  Dosh  did  not  deem  it  practicable  nor  ^esirable  for 
him  to  return.  From  June,  1861,  to  June,  1862,  the  mission  was  without  a  pastor, 
and  without  services,  excepting  occasional  preaching  by  Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  Passa¬ 
vant,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  In  the  month  of  May,  1S62, 

REV.  SAMUEL  B.  BARNITZ, 

Recently  graduated  from  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  visited  Wheeling 
at  the  suggestion  of  Rev.  Dr.  W.  M.  Baum,  formerly  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia, 
but  then  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  at  York,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  Rev.  Dr.  William  A.  Passavant,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
interests  of  the  work.  This  visit  led  to  the  settlement  of  Rev.  Barnitz  as  pas¬ 
tor,  the  salary  promised  being  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150),  and  the 
promise  being  guaranteed  by  Daniel  R.  Hoxie,  then  living  on  Wheeling  Is¬ 
land,  and  Abraham  Detwiler,  then  proprietor  of  the  Detwiler  Flouring  Mills. 
On  Sunday,  June  16th,  1862,  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz  assumed  the  full  duties  of  pas¬ 
tor,  and  preached  in  the  rented  Baptist  church  on  Clay  (now  18th  street),  to  a 
congregation  numbering  fifteen  (15)  people  all  told.  The  introductory  sermon 
by  the  young  pastor  (then  twenty-four  years  of  age)  was  from  the  text  found  in 
2  Timothy  iv.  2,  “  Preach  the  Word ;  be  instant  in  season ,  out  of  season  ;  re- 
prove^  rebuke ,  exhort  with  all  long-suffei’ing  and  doctrine .”  Shortly  after  this 
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sermon  a  congregational  meeting  was  held  for  the  election  of  church  officers. 
Of  the  forty-one  (41)  members  on  roll  when  Rev.  Dosh  left  Wheeling,  only  nine¬ 
teen  (19)  could  be  found,  and  only  seventeen  (17)  were  ready  or  willing  to  re¬ 
organize,  and  the  majority  of  the  seventeen  (17)  thought  it  almost  hopeless  to 
attempt  to  build  up  a  church  amid  the  discouragements  surrounding  such  a 
work. 

At  this  meeting  elders  and  deacons  were  elected. 

On  the  3d  day  of  August,  1862,  these  officers  were  publicly  installed,  and 
entered  upon  their  duties.  At  a  subsequent  congregational  meeting,  the  Con¬ 
stitution  for  Congregations  of  the  General  Synod  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
was  unanimously  adopted.  It  sets  forth  the  creed  of  the  congregation  : 

“  I.  The  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  as  the  word  of  God,  and 
the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

‘‘  II.  The  Augsburg  Confession  as  a  correct  exhibition  of  the  fundamental 
doctrines  of  the  Divine  Word,  and  of  the  faith  of  our  Church  founded  upon 
that  Word.” 

From  the  1 6th  of  June  to  the  1st  of  September,  1862,  the  attendance  at  divine 
service  had  more  than  quadrupled,  and  the  Sunday-school  had  grown  from  80 
to  165  members. 

A  new  trouble  appeared  ;  the  Trustees  of  the  Baptist  church  declined  to  allow 
the  congregation  to  use  their  building  any  longer,  and  a  change  of  place  of  wor¬ 
ship  was  made  a  necessity.  The  German  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Joint  Synod 
of  Ohio,  located  on  Chapline  street  (formerly  4th),  was  secured  for  afternoon 
service  and  Sunday-school,  but  ere  long  a  newly-elected  pastor  objected  to  have 
ing  preaching  in  it  in  the  English  language,  and  the  consistory  gave  the  English 
Lutheran  congregation  notice  to  find  “  some  other  place.”  The  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbytertian  church  at  that  time,  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Fisher,  being  about  to 
leave  the  city  for  his  summer  vacation,  suggested  to  his  session  that  they  offer 
their  church  for  preaching  purposes,  during  his  absence.  The  offer  was  made 
and  gratefully  accepted. 

During  the  four  weeks’  occupancy  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  a  fine 
hall  in  the  Odd  Fellows’  building,  (now  known  as  Weisel  Hall,)  was  secured 
at  a  rental  of  $400.00  per  year ;  this  hall  was  fitted  up  with  pulpit,  pews,  etc., 
at  a  cost  of  $900.00,  and  became  the  place  of  worship  until  the  summer  of  1870. 
During  July,  August  and  September  of  that  year,  the  congregation  occupied  the 
Court  House,  and  on  October  31,  the  Anniversary  of  the  Protestant  Reforma¬ 
tion  under  Dr.  Martin  Luther,  they  entered  the  Sunday-school  and  lecture  room 
of  their  new  chapel  on  John  street  (now  16th),  adjoining  the  U.  S.  Post  Office 
building. 

On  the  1 8th  of  August,  1867,  the  eligible  lot  on  the  corner  of  1 6th  and  Chap- 
line  streets,  on  the  rear  of  which  the  chapel  now  stands,  was  purchased  for  the 
congregation  by  George  Fricker  and  George  Keeline,  these  gentlemen  having 
been  appointed  by  the  church  council  to  make  the  purchase.  The  price  paid 
was  $3,900;  and  Messrs.  Fricker  and  Keeline  generously  loaned  the  sum  of 
$1,500  to  the  congregation  without  interest,  so  as  to  pay  in  cash  the  entire  pur- 


OF  WHEELING  MISSION. 


7 


chase  money.  The  $2,400  in  addition  was  obtained  by  Rev.  Barnitz  from  col¬ 
lections  among  personal  friends  and  churches,  mostly  in  Pennsylvania.  On 
the  14th  of  November,  1868,  the  corner-stone  of  the  present  chapel  was  laid, 
Rev.  F.  W.  Conrad,  D.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  officiating.  On  the  18th  of 
December,  1870,  the  chapel  was  dedicated  with  great  joy,  the  congregation  hav¬ 
ing  had  no  place  of  worship  to  call  its  own  from  the  time  of  its  re-organization, 
in  1862.  Rev.  F.  W.  Conrad,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  M.  Baum,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Rev.  T.  W.  Dosh,  of  Winchester,  Virginia  (the  first  Missionary),  with  the 
pastor,  conducted  the  feast  of  dedication.  Soon  it  was  found  that  the  Sunday- 
school  room  was  insufficient  to  accommodate  the  growing  school,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1874,  arrangements  were  made  for  erecting  an  addition,  known  as 
the  Jewel  Department,  which  building  was  occupied  in  December,  1874. 

[The  foregoing  history  is  condensed  from  Caldwell’s  history  of  Wheeling 
published  1879.] 

On  the  first  day  of  October,  1867,  the  Synod  of  East  Pennsylvania  adopted 
the  following  resolution  (see  page  50,  minutes  of  26th  Convention  at  Pottsville, 
Pa.),  offered  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Dirnrn  : 

“ Resolved ,  That  this  Synod  will  raise  the  sum  of  $2,000  by  the  first  of  April 
next  (1868)  towards  the  erection  of  a  chapel  for  the  Wheeling  Mission  (West 
Virginia),  besides  the  $300  already  pledged  for  the  support  of  the  missionary,  to 
be  disbursed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  General 
Synod.” 

On  the  assurances  of  this  “  resolution ”  and  promise,  and  by  the  advice  of  Rev. 
Morris  Officer,  Secretary  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  General  Synod,  con¬ 
tracts  for  building  were  made,  the  foundation  walls  in  part  put  down,  and  the 
corner-stone  laid;  but  the  pledge  of  Synod  not  being  made  good,  the  work  was 
“  boarded  up,”  and  our  hopes  disappointed.  At  the  meeting  of  Synod  at  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pa.,  September  2,  1868,  another  effort  was  made,  and  the  promise  re¬ 
newed.  The  foundation  walls  were  uncovered  and  the  brick -work  commenced ; 
but  less  than  $900  of  the  $2,000  promised  having  been  received,  the  work  was 
again  “  boarded  up”  for  the  winter,  and  many  said,  “  This  Lutheran  people 
have  commenced  to  build,  but  are  not,  and  will  not  be,  able  to  finish.”  At  the 
meeting  of  East  Pennsylvania  Synod  at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  in  1869,  eleven  hundred 
and  eighty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  of  the  pledge  was  still  unredeemed;  but  by 
special  resolution  of  Rev.  P.  Raby,  Treasurer,  and  earnest  appeals  by  Rev.  M. 
Officer,  Jacob  Roedel  and  others,  the  Treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  the  balance, 
which  he  did  in  March,  1870,  advancing  from  his  own  private  funds,  $406.01, 
to  makegood  the  promise  of  Synod. 

HAS  THE  WHEELING  MISSION  BEEN  A  GOOD  INVESTMENT  ? 

The  following,  from  the  Minutes  of  Synod  and  the  records  of  the  Church,  will 
answer  this  very  important  question.  The  Mission  has  received  for  support  of 
pastor  $6,600.00,  as  follows  : 
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1862,  $200;  1863,  $200;  1864,  $200;  1865,  $250;  1866,  $400; 


1867,  $35° ;  1868,  $350;  1869,  $600;  1870,  $400  ;  1871,  $400 
1872,  $500;  1873,  #5°o;  1874,  $450  ;  1875,  #400;  1876,  $350 
1877,  ^350 ;  1878,  $350;  1879,  $350 .  $6,600  00 

For  building,  from  East  Pennsylvania  Synod,  1867  to  1870 .  2,000  00 

A ‘‘steward  of  the  Lord”  and  personal  friend,  for  infant  school 

building,  etc .  2,000  00 

Collectious  and  contributions  at  various  places,  1862  to  1877,  and 

from  Pittsburgh  Synod  through  Board  Church  Extension .  3,250  00 


$13,850  00 

The  Mission  has  given,  according  to  synodical  Minutes, 
herewith  submitted  (See  page  13),  and  Treasurer’s 


vouchers  : 

To  benevolence .  $6,013  62 

For  local  objects,  outside  of  building  fund .  17,423  10 

For  building  lot  and  back  taxes  on  it .  3,950  00 

For  cost  of  chapel .  13,107  90 

For  Sunday-school  addition. . . .  1,901  19  42,395  81 


Showing  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Mission  .  $28,545  81 


Or,  when  the  bonded  debt  of  $7,000  is  paid  by  the  church,  a  balance  of 
$21,545.81. 

This  is  not  a  mere  statement  on  paper,  or  a  mere  paper  valuation.  The  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  church,  in  eligible  ground  and  substantial  buildings,  can  be  seen  by 
all  who  visit  Wheeling.  The  present  property,  in  dollars  and  cents,  represents 
fully  all  that  has  been  contributed  for  the  Mission,  if  even  there  had  been  no 
higher  motive  than  a  worldly  business  transaction. 

But  success  is  not  estimated  in  dollars  and  cents  by  the  Church  of  Christ,  but 
in  work  done  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer,  to  lead  souls  to  him,  to 
lift  up  humanity,  and  to  make  the  world  better. 

Three  hundred  and  nineteen  (319)  souls  have  been  led  to  Christ  through  this 
mission  directly,  and  twenty-four  have  come  to  us  with  certificates.  A  home 
for  orphan  and  destitute  children  has  been  established  in  Wheeling,  in  which 
great  work  the  Wheeling  Mission  has  had  a  very  considerable  part.  Three 
young  men  have  already  entered  the  Gospel  ministry  from  this  church,  and  a 
foui  th  is  now  preparing.  Hundreds  of  humble  and  worthy  ones  of  the  Lord’s 
poor  have  been  relieved,  hundreds  of  homes  have  been  made  happy,  and  every 
good  and  honorable  and  benevolent  work  has  been  stimulated  by  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Wheeling  Mission.  One  hundred  and  eighty-two  (182)  members  are 
now  upon  the  roll,  fifty-four  (54)  have  died,  over  thirty  (30)  are  at  work  in  other 
missions  and  churches  in  the  West,  and  the  remainder  have  been  called  from 
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Wheeling  by  the  ever-changing  circumstances  of  work  and  wages  incident  to 
a  mining  and  manufacturing  community. 

VIII.  PROSPECTS 

For  the  coming  year  are  very  cheering.  With  our  people  all  at  work,  with  no 
disturbance  of  the  finances  and  no  reduction  of  the  tariff  on  iron  and  glass, 
with  a  growing  interest  in  our  church  on  the  part  of  many  noble  Germans  who 
are  in  regular  attendance  at  our  services,  and  with  harmony  and  united  action, 
we  have  reason  to  look  for  a  year  of  blessing.  The  chapel  is  filled  at  nearly 
every  service,  and  many  times  is  too  small  for  the  audiences.  The  population 
of  Wheeling,  by  the  census  of  1880,  is  31,186,  and  that  of  towns  connected 
with  it  by  bridge,  ferry  and  horse-cars,  15,514,  or  a  total  of  46,700. 

IX.  OTHER  LABORS. 

Your  Missionary  has  continued  his  labors  as  President  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Children’s  Home  of  the  city  of  Wheeling,  and  member  of  the 
International  Sunday-school  Executive  Committee;  and  by  request  of  the  Pub¬ 
lication  Society,  has  recently  taken  the  work  of  editing  “  The  Little  Ones,”  an 
illustrated  monthly  for  little  children.  These  extra  labors  have  been  done  in 
extra  hours,  and  have  not  been  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  regular  pastoral 
work  of  the  mission. 

X.  CONCLUSION. 

With  feelings  of  genuine  joy,  I  am  glad  to  announce  that  the  mission  con¬ 
gregation  has  resolved  to  ask  no  further  aid  from  the  Board  of  Home  Missions , 
after  this  General  Synod  year,  for  the  support  of  its  pastor  ;  but  to  sustain  him, 
meet  its  apportionment  for  missions,  etc.,  and  provide  for  all  its  current  expenses. 
The  mission  only  asks  that  the  churches  come  up  to  the  requirement  of  the  Gen. 
eral  Synod,  and  thus  make  it  possible  for  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  to  aid 
it  in  getting  rid  of  its  burdensome  debt — a  debt  created  not  by  extravagance  in 
building,  but  to  preserve  the  very  life  of  the  mission,  and  not  continued  because 
of  illiberality  on  the  part  of  the  membership,  but  only  because  of  their  inabil¬ 
ity.  They  have  shown  themselves  very  liberal,  and  in  every  way  worthy  the 
confidence  and  help  of  the  entire  Church.  From  the  experiences  at  this  mis¬ 
sion  as,  no  doubt,  from  every  other  one,  and  from  its  records,  many  salutary 
lessons  on  Church  Extension,  and  the  necessity  for  funds  to  build  houses  of 
worship,  might  be  written. 

The  great  length  of  this  report,  however,  forbids  such  discussion  here.  Suf¬ 
fice  it  to  say  had  a  house  of  worship  been  provided  the  first  or  second,  or  even 
fifth  year  of  the  Wheeling  mission,  it  would  have  been  self-sustaining  ten  years 
ago. 

With  sincere  gratitude  to  all  who  have  by  prayer,  and  word,  and  deed,  as¬ 
sisted  the  mission  and  missionary  in  their  years  of  struggle,  giving  glory  to  God 
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and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  for  the  blessings  of  the  year  gone  by,  and  invoking  the 
presence  and  blessings  of  the  ever-blessed  Trinity  for  the  year  to  come,  and  to 
this  end  asking  the  prayers  of  the  whole  Church,  I  fim  yours  gratefully, 

SAM’L  B.  BARNITZ. 

Wheeling ,  IV.  Va.,  October  13 th,  i88o. 
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Contributions  of  the  Wheeling  Mission,  taken  from  Synodical  Records. 
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